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These printable pages you purchased are for the use of one family 
or classroom only. Do not share your purchased link or file with any-
one else. Sharing this product with others, or using this product with-
out paying is stealing. Thank you for your honesty and cooperation. By 
paying for this product, you are helping to fund future learning re-
sources for Catholic children, which are not free to produce. 

Find more Advent  resources for kids on my site here: 
 

http://www.catholicicing.com/advent-and-christmas-with-kid/ 



 

Supplies Needed: 
 
• This download and access to a printer 
• White printing paper 
• Assorted Paint (You can use acrylic paint, craft 

paint, or tempera paint. If you’re working with 
small children, I suggest washable paint.) 

• Paint brush (I suggest a 1 inch foam brush, and a 
regular sized artist brush) 

• Baby wipes (optional, but strongly suggest)  
• 2 pieces of white card stock if you want your front 

and back covers to be more “stiff”.  
• Optional– a laminator or self sealing laminated 

pouches for the front and back covers.  
 
*See the next page and choose a binding option to 
determine your exact supplies.  
 
 
 
 



 

Options For Binding Your Books: 
 

• Take your book to an office supply 
store and have it comb bound or 
spiral bound. (for this option, I 
would recommend printing your 
front and back cover onto card-
stock and/or laminating the front 
and back covers before binding)  

• Punch holes and insert the pages 
into a pronged folder, report folder with a clear 
front, or a small binder.  

• Slide the pages into clear page protectors and in-
sert the pages into a pronged folder, report folder 
with a clear front, or a small 
binder.  

• Punch holes and connect with 
jump rings or tie with pieces 
of yarn. (for these I would 
also recommend the front 
and back covers to be print-
ed on cardstock and/or lami-
nated)  

• Staple the book together. 



 

General Tips For Good Handprints: 
 

Before beginning, have the 
kids practice holding their 
hand flat, holding their fin-
gers together, and spreading 
their fingers apart. It’s very 
frustrating to try to explain 
these concepts to a child that 
already has paint all over 
their hand.  
 

I have found that the best 
way I get a consistent 
handprint from kids is to actually paint their hand ra-
ther than dipping it. I squeeze the paint onto a paper 
plate, and paint it generously with a foam brush 
(although any wide brush will work well, I have found 
that the foam brushes tickle less.) Make sure you cover 
the whole area, even the spaces between their fingers 
and palms. 
 

Place the child’s hand on the paper, hold it still, and use 
your fingers to push down on each of their fingers or 
toes. Then pull their hand off the paper. If you are 
working with a preschooler, never let go of the child’s 
wrist. Just be ready with a baby wipe and get it right 
off of there before they have the opportunity to move 
or touch anything. ;-)  
 



 

Big Foot: 
 

If your child’s feet are 
too big to stamp on the 
page, there is a way to 
make smaller footprints 
with your hand. Make 
your hand into a fist, 
then dip the pinkie side 
into the paint and stamp. 
This makes the shape of 
a bottom of a foot.  
 
Use fingerprints to add 

little “toes.”  
 
 
 
 



 

A possible schedule to complete  
the pages from Thanksgiving to Candlemas: 

 
• Thanksgiving– “Give Thanks” page 
• First Sunday of Advent- “Wreath Blessing” 
• Second Sunday of Advent- “The Advent Song” 
• Third Sunday of Advent- “O Antiphons” 
• Forth Sunday of Advent- “O Christmas Tree” 
• Dec 6- “The Story of St. Nicholas” 
• Dec 9 or 12- “Our Lady of Guadalupe” 
• Dec 13- “Santa Lucia” 
• Dec 25- “Happy Birthday Jesus” 
• During the 12 Days of Christmas (ever other day) 
 
 
 
 
 

• Jan 6- “Epiphany” 
• Feb 1- “Candlemas Eve” 
• Bind the book when you’re done and pull out your 

beautiful keepsake each year!  

• “Angels” 

• “Away in a Manger” 

• “The 3rd Joyful Mystery” 

• “Gloria” 

• “12 Days of Christmas” 

• The Cover 



 

Cover: This is by far the most complicated page, so 
don’t despair! If it’s too complicated for you, you can 
always just make thumbprints of the holy family.  
 
Paint your child’s hand as shown here, and stamp 
carefully according to my handprint directions.  

Wait for the handprint to dry, then embellish to 
paint in the nativity characters. It can be as simple 
or as complicated as you like!  

Brown– shepherd 
Purple– king 
Green– Joseph 
Blue– Mary 
White– Angel 
 
Jesus goes on the palm, 
or alternately you can 
make him the thumb 
and skip the angel.  



 

 

Give Thanks: 
 
Paint the palm and thumb 
light brown, then paint 
each finger a different 
color to create a colorful 
tail. Stamp the hand, add 
a beak, eye, and legs. Al-
so whatever that red 
thing is called on his 
beak– add that. ;-) 

Wreath Blessing: 
 
The candles are already 
there for you. Just use 
your pointer finger to 
make green dots all 
around the bottom like a 
wreath. Add red 
“berries” to the wreath 
(also fingerprints) and 4 
yellow “lights” on the 
candles (also finger-
prints). *A small line of 
orange paint in the can-
dle flame makes the 
flames more realistic! 



 

The Advent Song: 
 
Paint the hand as shown 
with pink purple and 
green, leaving the bot-
tom half of the hand 
unpainted. Embellish 
with red fingerprint 
berries and yellow fin-
gerprint flames. *A 
small line of orange 
paint in the candle 
flame makes the flames 
more realistic! 

O Antiphons: 
 
Paint 3 fingerprints for 
baby Jesus, one in skin 
color for his head and 2 
in light grey for his 
blanket. Fingerprint a 
purple “O” around him. 
Using black paint, paint 
on his eyes and mouth.   



 

Our Lady  
of Guadalupe: 

 
Paint the hand as 
shown. Turn the paper 
around for your child 
and stamp the hand up-
side down, fingers to-
gether. Add a face and 
some yellow dot “stars” 
to Our Lady’s mantle. 
Also, a black line 
around her waist.  

The Story of  
St. Nicholas: 

 
Paint the hand as  
shown with skin  
color and white.  
Stamp it on the  
paper upside down  
with fingers together 
(turn the paper around 
for your kid). Add a 
pointy bishop’s hat, and 
a line of white hair un-
der the hat. Paint on 
eyes and a mouth and 
also a yellow cross on 
his hat. If you want you 
can add 3 gold coins and 
a crozier.  



 

Santa Lucia: 
 
Paint the hand as shown. 
Stamp the hand with fin-
gers slightly spread. Add 
a face, 2 yellow strokes 
for hair, and 4 yellow 
fingerprints for candle 
flames. *A small line of 
orange paint in the can-
dle flame makes the 
flames more realistic! 

Santa Lucia Cont’d: 
 
On the same page with 
St. Lucy, you can add a 
saffron bun. Have your 
child make a fist, and 
paint the side of their hand 
yellow as shown. Stamp it, 
then turn the paper upside 
down and stamp the same 
hand again, connecting the 2 
to make an “S” shape. Add 2 
brown fingerprints for  
raisins.  



 

 

O Christmas Tree: 
 
Paint the hand green, turn 
the paper around upside 
down, and stamp the hand 
upside down with fingers to-
gether. Paint a star at the 
top. Add diagonal lines in 
black, and fingerprint vari-
ous colors along the lines.  

Angels: 
 
Start by making 2 light blue 
fingerprints next to each 
other for the wings. Add one 
colored fingerprint in the 
middle– using various colors. 
Make a skin colored finger-
print at the top. Add closed 
eyes and singing mouths. I 
did’t add halos to mine but it 
sure would be cute! Don’t 
forget your halos! ;-) 



 

Away in a  
Manger: 

 
Paint the hand 
brown and 
stamp it upside 
down for the 
manger. Paint 
the hand white 
and stamp in up-
side down for a 
cow. Make sure 
the thumb 
“head” is facing 
the manger. Add a yellow “starburst” on the brown hand 
for hay, and create baby Jesus with  3 fingerprints. 
With black paint, add a face to baby Jesus, and a face 
and spots to the cow. Give the cow a pink nose and 
white ears.  

3rd Joyful Mystery: 
 
Paint the hand brown, but 
the leave the middle of the 
palm with no paint at all. 
Stamp the hand. Add 3 skin 
colored thumbprints in the 
middle for the heads. One 
stroke of blue and one 
stroke of green around the 
heads. Surround baby Jesus 
with white. Add faces.  



 

 

 

Gloria: 
 
Stamp 2 yellow hands, 
fingers together, upside 
down. (using 2 different 
hands is cuter, but us-
ing the same hand twice 
also works). Stamp a 
blue hand, also fingers 
together, also upside 
down, in the middle. 
Paint a skin colored cir-
cle at the top, 2 
strokes of brown are 
the hair. Add 2 blue arms and 2 small circles for hands. 
*I have made a LOT of handprint angels, and it turns 
out the real trick for making them super cute is to use 
a bigger hand for the body than for the wings.  

Happy Birthday Jesus: 
 
Paint the palm blue, and the 
fingers 4 different colors 
and stamp it. Leave the 
thumb without paint. Add ic-
ing decorations if desired. 
Make 4 yellow fingerprints 
for candle flames. *A small 
line of orange paint in the 
candle flame makes the 
flames more realistic! 



 

12 days of Christmas: 
 
Ok this page is utter chaos lol. So first of all, you 
don’t have to do ALL the things. You can just do one of 
each thing. I stamped the fingerprints with an ink pad, 
not paint, and then added details with a black pen. On 
the next page, I included my own 12 days of Christmas 
page in full size so you can see the details if you want 
to. But here is 1 of each to break it down for you.  

12 Drummers 
Drumming 

11 Pipers 
Piping 

10 Lords a 
Leaping 

9 Ladies 
Dancing 

8 Maids a  
Milking 

7 Swans a 
Swimming 

6 Geese 
A Laying 

5 Golden 
Rings!!! 

4 Calling Birds 3 French 
Hens 

2 Turtle Doves And a Partridge 
In a Pear Tree 



 



 

Epiphany: 
 
Paint the hand tan and 
stamp it upside down with 
fingers half way spread. 
Leave room at the end of 
the thumb for the camel’s 
head! Make the wise man 
with 3 fingerprints. Paint 
on a camel neck, head, and 
a tail. Add a crown to your 
wise man. If you’re feeling 
extra crafty you can deco-
rate a saddle and add the 
wise man’s gift! 

Mistletoes: 
 
Before stamping chil-
dren’s feet with 
paint, I recommend 
sitting on the floor 
with the paper on the 
floor and with baby 
wipes handy. Stamp 
each foot green 
once, and add 3 red 
fingerprint “berries” 
to the top. Voila! 
“Mistletoes”!  
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Give Thanks 
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“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
For his steadfast love endures forever. 

O give thanks to the God of gods, 
For his steadfast love endures forever. 

O give thanks to the Lord of lords,  
For his steadfast love endures forever;”  

 
 -Psalm 136 1-3       
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Wreath Blessing 
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Dear Jesus, thank you for the wonderful gift you gave us of coming to the world to 
save us from our sins! As we are waiting for your arrival, and lighting these Advent 
candles, we ask you to be the light of our life and to shine in our hearts! Bless our 
Advent wreath, and our family, friends, and all of your children during this season. 
 

Amen 



 

 The Advent Song 

 

Tune of “Twinkle Twinkle” 
 

Advent is a time to wait, not quite time to celebrate. 
Count the candles 1 by 1, until Advent time is done. 

Day by day we work and play, to prepare for Christmas day!  
 

 -Alexandra Montano         



 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and ransom cap-
tive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here, 
until the Son of God appear. 

O Come, Thou Wisdom, from on high, and order all 
things far and nigh; to us the path of knowledge 
show, and teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel 

O Come, O come, Thou Lord of might, who to thy 
tribes in Sinai’s height, in ancient times didst give 
the law, in cloud and majesty, and awe. 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse’s stem, from 
ev’ry foe deliver them, that trust thy 
mighty power to save, and give them 
vict’ry o’er the grave.  

O come, thou Key of David, come, and open 
wide our heav’nly home, make safe the way 
that leads on high, that we no more have 
cause to sigh.  

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 
and cheer us by thy drawing nigh; Dis-
perse the gloomy clouds of night, and 
death’s dark shadow put to flight.  

O come, Desire of nations, bind in one 
the hears of all mankind; bid every 
strife and quarrel cease, and fill the 
world with heaven’s peace.  



 

The Story of 
Saint Nicholas 

4 

Once upon a time, there was a man who went by the name of Nicholas. He was a good 
man, a generous man, and he loved God very much. He cared for the people in his town, 
and he did good deeds for them when he was able. Whenever he did a good deed, he 
tried to keep it a secret! He did these secret good deeds out of his love for the Lord, 
for he knew that what he did for others he actually did for Christ himself. 
 
One day, he heard of 3 sisters in his town who had no money to get married. In those 
days, it was very important to have a dowry as a wedding gift to the new husband. The 
sisters couldn’t get married! What would they do? Well when the sisters went to bed 
that night, they laid their shoes by the fireplace to dry from the cold snow. While they 
were fast asleep, Nicholas snuck in, and left gold in each of their shoes! Enough for each 
of them to get married! 
 
When they woke in the morning, it seemed like a miracle! We now call Nicholas… Saint 
Nicholas, and we celebrate his feast day each year on December 6.  

-Lacy Lynch 
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Our loveliest Lady of Guadalupe,  
   appeared to Juan Diego on a special day. 
Even though it was cold and bitter,  
   she gave Juan Diego roses in winter! 
He wrapped the roses in his clothes,  
   and rushed to the bishop– he did not slow! 
Then Juan Diego’s tilma opened to show,  
   not just the roses, but Our Lady, also! 
 

She appeared on his robes as plain as 
day–  
   a miracle that made the bishop pray.  
He could not deny that Our Lady  
   appeared.   
   So a church was built there, and Juan 
Diego cheered!   
Our Lady who said “I love you little son”, 
   Is the “Mystical Rose”, and our hearts 
she has won.   

- Lacy Lynch 



 

 Santa Lucia 

 

Hark! Through the darksome night 
Sounds come a winging; 
Lo! ‘Tis the queen of light 
Joyfully singing 
 
Clad in her garment white, 
Wearing her crown of light, 
Santa Lucia, Santa Lucia! 
 
Maiden so sweet and fair,  
Bright candles in your hair, 
Santa Lucia, Santa Lucia! 

Deep in the northern sky, 
Bright stars are beaming; 
Christmas is drawing nigh, 
Candles are gleaming. 
 
Welcome thy vision rare, 
Lights glowing in thy hair. 
Santa Lucia, Santa Lucia! 
 
Child of the holy light,  
Banish the dark of night, 
Santa Lucia, Santa Lucia!  



 

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 
How lovely are thy branches! 
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 
How lovely are thy branches! 
 
Your boughs so green in summertime, 
Stay bravely green in wintertime. 
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree 
How lovely are thy branches! 

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 
Much pleasure doth thou bring me! 
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 
Much pleasure doth thou bring me!  
 
For every year the Christmas tree, 
Brings to us all both joy and glee. 
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 
Much pleasure doth thou bring me!  

-Ernst Anschütz  



 

“Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and keep-
ing the night watch over their flock. The angel of the Lord appeared to 
them and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
struck with great fear. The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 
behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you who 
is Messiah and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find an in-
fant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly 
there was a multitude of heavenly host with the angel, praising God and 
saying: ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to those on 
whom his favor rests’”  

-Luke 2:8-14 

Angels 



 

away in a manger 

Away in a manger no crib for a bed 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing the baby awakes 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love thee Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
And stay by thy cradle till morning is nigh 

Be near me Lord Jesus I ask thee to stay 
Close by me for ever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 



 

The 3rd Joyful Mystery 

The Nativity 
Of Our Lord 



 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains  

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing, 
Come, adore on bended knee, 
Christ the Lord the newborn king 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  



 

Happy Birthday 
Jesus! 

Happy Birthday to you! Happy Birthday to you! 
Happy Birthday, dear Jesus, 

Happy Birthday to you! 



 

 

12 drummers drumming, 11 pipers piping, 10 lords-a-leaping, 9 ladies dancing, 
8 maids-a-milking, 7 swans-a-swimming, 6 geese-a-laying, 5 golden rings! 4 
calling birds, 3 French hens, 2 turtle doves, and a partridge in a pear tree!  



 

 

We three kings of Orient are 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar. 
Field and fountain, moor and moun-
tain, 
Following yonder star. 
 
O star of wonder, star of night, 
Star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect Light. 

Glorious now behold Him arise, 
King and God and Sacrifice. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Sounds through the earth and skies. 
 
O star of wonder, star of night, 
Star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect Light. 

-John Henry Hopkins Jr  



 

mistletoes 

Down with the rosemary, and so 
   Down with the bays and mistletoe; 
Down with the holly, ivy, all 
   Where with ye dressed the Christmas hall; 
That so the superstitious find 
   Not one least branch there left behind; 
For look, how many leaves there be 
   Neglected there, maids, trust to me, 
So many goblins you shall see.  
 

Candlemas Eve 

-Robert Herrick, 1648 


